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XVII. BELIEVE E£lecion means, fecondly, A div 
vine appointment of fome men to eternal hap- 

pinefs. But I believe this Election to be conditional, as ’ 

well as the Reprobation oppofite thereto. I belicve the 

eternal decree concerning both, is exprefled in thofe words, 

He that believeth, foall be faved: he that believeth nat, foall 

be damned: and this decree without doubt GOD will not 

change, and man cannot refift. According to this, all true 

believers are in f{cripture termed e/ec?: as all who continue 

in unbelief, are fo long properly reprobates, that is, unap- 

proved of GOD, and without difcernment touching the 

things of the Spirit. 





XVIII. Now GOD to whom all things are prefent at 
once, who fees all eternity at one view, calleth the things 
that are not, as though they were; the things that are not 
yet, as though they were now fubfifting. Thus he calls 
Abraham, the father of many natious, before even Jace was 


born. And thus Chrilt is called, the Lam) Jj 4 3 jt mam lie 
foun lation 
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foundation of the world, though he was not flain, in fac, 
till fome thoufand years after. In like manner, GOD 
calleth true believers, elec from the foundation of the world : 
although they were not actually elect or believers, till ma- 
ny ages after, in their feveral generations. Then only it 
was, that they were actually elected, when they were made 
the fons of GOD by faith. Then were they in fact, chofen 
and taken out of the world ; ele (faith St. Paul ) through be- 
fief of the truth: or (as St. Peter expreffes it) elec? according 
to the forcknowledge of GOD, through fanéification of the 
Spirit. 

XIX. This EleGion I as firmly believe, as I believe the 
fcripture tobe of GOD. But unconditional Election I cannot 
believe; not only becaufe I cannot find it in feripture, but 
alfo (to wave all other confiderations) becaufe it neceffarily 
implies unconditional Reprobation. Find oyt any Election, 
which does not imply Reprobation, and I will gladly agree 
to it. But Reprobation I can never agree to, while I be- 
lieve the fcripture to be of GOD: as being utterly irre- 
concilable to the whole fcope and tenor both of the Old 
and New Teftament. 

O that GOD would give me the defire of my heart! 
that he would grant the thing which I Jong for! even that 
your mind might now be free and calm, and open to the 
light of his Spirit! that you would impartially confider, 
how it is poflible to reconcile Reprobation with the follow- 
ing fcriptures! 

Gen. iii. 17. 19. * Becaufe thou haft eaten of the tree 
of which I commanded thee, faying, Thou fhalt not eat of 
it—In the fweat of thy face fhalt thou eat bread,” &c. 
The curfe fhal! come on thee and thine offspring, not 
becaufe of any abfolute decree of mine, but becaufe of thy 


fin. 


Chap. iv. 7. * If thou doft well, fhalt thou not be ac- 


cepted? And if thou doft not well, fin lieth at the door.” 
Sin only, not the decree of Reprobation, hinders thy be- 





ing accepted. 
Deut. vii. 9, 10. * Know that the Lord thy GOD, he 
is the faithful GOD, which keepeth covenant and mercy 
‘ ey 
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with them that love him and keep his commandments to a 
thoufand generations: and repayeth them that hate him to 
their face, to deftroy them.” 

Verfe 12. * Wherefore if ye hearken to thefe judgments 
and keep and do them, the Lord thy GOD fhall keep un- 
to thee theecovenant which he fware unto thy fathers.” 

Chap. xi. 26, 27, 28. “ Behold I fet before you ‘this 
day a bleffing and a curfe: a blefling, if you obey the com- 
mandments of the Lord your GOD; and a curfe, if you 
will not obey.” . 

Chap. xxx. 15, &c. “ See, I have fet before thee this 
day, life and good, and death and evil: in that I command 
thee this day to love the Lord thy GOD, to walk in his 
ways, and to keep his commandments—and-the Lord thy 
GOD fhall blefs thee. But if thou wilt not hear, I de- 
nounce unto you this day, that ye fhall furely perifh. I call 
heaven and earth to record this day, thatI have fet before 
you life and death, blefling and curfing. Therefore choofe 
life, that both thou and thy feed may live.” 

2 Chron. xv. 1, 2. * And the Spirit of GOD came 
upon Azariah, and he faid, The Lord is with you, 
while ye be with him; and if ye feek him, he will be 
found of you; but if ye forfake him, he will forfake you.” 

Ezra ix. 13, 14. * After all that is come upon us, for 
our evil deeds, and for our great trefpafs; fhould we again 
break thy commandments, would{t thou not be angry with 
us, till thou hadft confumed us ?” 

Job xxxvi. 5. “ Behold, GOD is mighty, and defpifeth 
not any.” Could he then reprobate any ? 

Pfalm cxlv. 9. ** The Lord is good to all, and his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works.” 

Prov. 1. 23, &c. “ Turn you at my reproof; behold, 
I will pour out my fpirit unto you.” 

«© Becaufe I have called and ye refufed, I have ftretched 
out my hand, and no man regarded : I alio will laugh 
at your calamity, I will mock when your fear cometh. 
Then fhall they call upon me, but I will not anfwer; they 
fhall feck me early, but they fhall not find me.” Why ? 

Becaute 
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Becaufe of my decree? No. For that they hated knows 
ledge, and did not choofe the fear of the Lord.” 

Ha. Ixv. 2, &c. “ I have ipread out my hands all the 
day unto a rebellious people ;-—a people that provoketh me 
to anger continually to my face :—therefore will I meafure 
their former work into their bofom.—Ye thall all bow 
down to the flaughter, becaufe when I called, ye did not 
anfwer.— Therefore ye fhall leave your name for a curfe 
unto my chofen: for the Lord GOD fhail flay thee, and 
cail his fervants by another name.” 

Ezek. xviii. 20, &c. “ The foul that finneth, it hall 
die. ‘The fon fhall not bear (eternally ) the iniquity of the 
father, neither fhall the father bear the iniquity of the fon. 
—Have I any pleafure at all that the wicked fhould die, 
faith the Lord; and not that he fhould return from his 
ways and live ?” 

Matt. vii. 26. “ Every one that heareth thefe fayings of 
mine, and doeth them not, fhall be likened unto a foolifh 
man which built his houfe upon the fand.” Nay, he could 
not help it, if he was ordained thereto. 

Chap. xi. 20, &c. “* Then began he to upbraid the ci- 
ties wherein moit of his mighty works were done, becaufe 
they repented not. Wo unto thee, Chorazin; wo unto 
thec, Betht. iida: for if the mighty works which were done 
in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have 
repented long ago in fackcloth and afhes.” (What? if 
they were not e/eed ? And if they of Beth/aida had been 
elected, would they not have repented too?) * But I fay 
unto you, it fhall be more tolerable for Zyre and Sidon in 
the day of judgement, than for you. And thou, Caperna- 
um, which art exalted unto heaven, fhalt be brought down 
to hell: for if the mighty works which have been done ia 
thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained un- 
til this day. But I fay uuto you, it fhall be more tolerable 
for the land of Sedom in the day of judgment, than for 
thee.” 
~ Chap. xii. 41. “ The men of Nineveh fhall rife in judg- 
-ment with this generation, and fhall condemn it: becaufe 
they repented at the preaching of Fonas; and behold, a 
greater 
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Preater than Fonas is here.” But what was this to the pur- 
pofe, if the men of Nineveh were eleéted, and this gener a 
tion of men were not? 

‘Chap. xiii. 11, 12. “ Tt is given unto you to know the 
myfteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not 
given. For whofoever hath (i. ¢. ufeth what he hath) to 
him fhall be given, and he fhall have more abundance. 
But whofoever hath not, from him fhall be taken away even 
that he hath.” 

Chap. xxii. 8. “ They which were bidden were not 
worthy,” were fhut out from the marriage of the Lamb: 
Why fo? Becaufe « they would not come,” ver. 3. 

The whole twenty-fifth chapter requires, and wil re= 
ward your moft {erious confideration. If you can fecon- 
cile unconditiona! Reprobation with this, you may recone 
cile it with the 18th of Ezekiel. 

John iii. 19. * This is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men loved (or chofe ) darknefs 
rather than light.” 

Chap. v. 44. “© How can ye believe, who receive ho- 
nour ‘one of another, and feek not the honour that com- 
eth from GOD only?” Obferve the reafon why they could 
not believe: not in GOD, but in themfelves. 

Adis viii. 20, &c. “ Thy money perith with thee (and 
Jo doubtlefs it did). ‘Thou haft neither part nor lot in this 
matter; for thy heart is not right in the fight of GOD. 
Repent therefore of this thy wickednefs, and pray GOD, 
if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee.” 
So that St. Peter had no thought of any abfolute Reproba- 
tion, even in the cafe of “he Magus. 

Rom. i. 20, &c. “ They are without excufe; becaufe 
when they knew GOD, they glorified him not as GOD; 
—wherefore GOD alfo gave them up to uncleannefs 
who changed the truth of GOD into a lie.—For this caufe 
GOD gave them up to vile affections.—As they did not 
like to retain GOD in their knowledge, GOD gave them 
over to a reprobate mind, to do thofe things w hich are not 
convenient.’ 


Vou. IL. L | 2 Theff: 
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2 The®. ii. 10, &c. “¢ Them that perifh, becaufe they re- 
ceived not the love of the truth, that they might be faved. 
And for this caufe GOD fhall fend them ftrong delufion, 
to believe a lie: that they all might be damned vho believ- 
ed not the truth, but had pleafure in unrighteoufnefs.” 


XX. How will you reconcile Reprobation with the fol- 
lowing fcriptures, which declare GOD’s willingnefs that 
all fhould be faved ? 

Matt. xxii. g. As many as ye fhall find, bid (invite ) 
to the marriage.” 

Mark xvi. 15. ** Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gofpel to every creature.” 

Luke xix. 41, &c. “ And when he came near, he be- 
held the city, and wept over it, faying, If (rather O that) 
thou hadft known, at leaft in this thy day, the things 
which belong unto thy peace !” 

John v. 34. “ Thefe things I fay, that ye may be fav- 
ed,” viz. thofe who perfecuted him, and “ fought to flay 
him,” ver 16. and of whom he complains, ver. 4o. “ Ye 
will not come to me, that ye may have life.” 

Aéts xvii. 24, &c. “ GOD that made the world and all 
things therein—giveth to all life, and breath, and all things, 
and hath made of one blood all nations of men, for to 
dwell on all the face of the earth—That they fhould feek 
the Lord.”—Obferve, this was GOD’s end in creating all 
nations on all the earth. 

Rom. v. 18. ** As by the offence of one, judgment 
came upon all merf'to condemnation ; fo, by the righteouf- 
nefs of one, the free gift came upon all men unto juftifica- 
tion of life.” 

Chap. x. xii. «¢ The fame Lord over all, is rich (in mer- 
cy) unto all that call upon him.” 

1 Tim. ii. 3, 4. “ ‘This is good and acceptable in the 
fight of GOD our Saviour, who willeth all men to be fav- 
ed :”—Chap. iv. 10. “* Who is the faviour of all men, ef- 
pecially of thofe that believe,” i, e. intentionally of all, 
and actually of believers. 

James 
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James i. 5. * If any of you lack wifdom, let him afk 
ef GOD, who giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth 
not.” 

2 Pet. iii. 9. & The Lord is long-fuffering to us-ward, 
not willing that any fhould perifh, but that all fhould come 
to repentance.” 

1 John iv. 14. * We have feen and do teftify, that the 
Father fent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.” 


XXI. How will you reconcile Reprobation with the fol- 
lowing fcriptures, which declare that Chrift came to fave 
all men, that he died for all, that he atoned for all, even 
for thofe that finally perifh ?” 

Matt. xviii. 11. * The Son of man is come to fave that 
which was loft,” without any reftriction. 

John i. 29. “ Behold the Lamb of peter which tak- 
eth away the fin of the world.’ 

Chap. iii. 17. “ GOD fent his Son into the world, that 
the world through him might be faved.” 

“© Chap. xii. 47. “ I came not (now) to judge the 
world, but to fave the world.” 

Rom. xiv. 15. “ Deftroy not him with thy meat for 
whom Chrift died.” 

1 Cor. viii. tr. “ Through thy knowledge fhall thy 
weak brother perifh, for whom Chrift died ?” 

2 Cor. v. 14, &c. “ We thus judge, that if one died 
for all, then were all dead: and that he died for all, that 
they (or all) who live, fhould live unto him which died for 
them.” Here you fee, not only that Chrift died for all 
men, but likewife the end of his dying for them. 

1 Tim. ii. 6. * Chriit Jefus, which gave himfelf a ran- 
fom for all.” 

Heb. ii..9. “ We fee Jefus made lower than the angels, 
that he might = death for every man.” 

2 Pet. ii. 1. “ There fhall be falfe teachers among you, 
who fhall saclay bring in damnable herefies, even deny- 
ing the Lord that bought them, and bringing upon them- 
felves {wift deftruction.” You fee, he bought, or redeem- 


ed 
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ed even thofe that perifh, that bring upon themfelves fwift 
deftruction. 

1 John ii. 1, 2. « If any man fin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jefus Chrift the righteous; and he is the 
propitiation for our fins” (who are ele according to the 
knowledge of GOD) “ and not for ours only, but alfo for 
the fins of the whole world.” 

Yoo are fenfible, thefe are but a very fimall part of the 
{criptures which might be brought on each of thefe heads, 
But they are enough: and they require no comment; taken 
in their plain, eafy, obvious fenfe, they abundantly prove, 
that there is not, cannot be, any fuch thing as uncondiy 
tional Reprobation. 


[Continued at page 313-] 
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SERMON XVIII 


On EccLeEsiIaSTES Vii. 10. 


Bay not thou, What is the caufe, that the former duys were 
better than thefe? For thou doff not enquire wifely concern- 
ing this. 


T is not eafy to difcern any connection between this 
text and the context; between thefe words, and ci- 
ther thofe that go before, or thofe that follow after. It 
fecms to be a detached, independent fentence, like very 
many in the Proverbs of Solomon. And like them, it con- 
tains. a weighty truth, which deferves a ferious confidera- 
tion. Is not the purport of the queftion this? It is not 
wife, to enquire into the caufe of a fuppofition, unlefs the 
fuppofition itfelf be not only true, but clearly proved fo to 
be. Therefore it is not wife to enquire into the caufe of 
- this fuppofition, That the former days were better than thefe: 
becaufe, common as it is, it was never yet proved, nor in- 
deed ever can be. 


2. Perhaps 
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2. Perhaps there are few fuppofitions which have. pafled 
more currently in the world .than this, That the former 
days were better than thefe; and that in feveral refpedcts. 
It is generally fuppofed, that we now live in the dregs of 
time, when the world is as it were grown old, and confe4 
quently, that every thing therein is in a declining ftate. It 
is fuppofed, in particular, that men were fome ages ago, 
of a far taller ftature than now; that they likewile had 
far greater abilities, and enjoyed a deeper and {lronger un- 
derftanding ; in confequence of which their writings of eve- 
ry kind are far preferable to thofe of later times. Above 
all, it is fuppofed, that the former generations of men ex- 
celled the prefent in virtue: that mankind in every age, 
and in every nation, have degenerated more and more: fo 
that at length they have fallen from the golden, into the 
iron age, and now juitice is fled from the earth. 

3- Before we confider the truth of thefe fuppofitions, 
Jet us enquire into the rife of them. And as to the gene- 
ral fuppofition, That the world was once in a far more ex- 
cellent {tate than it is, may we not eafily believe, that this 
arofe (as did all the fabulous accounts of the golden age) from 
fome confufed traditions concerning our firfl parents and 
their paradifiacal ftate? ‘To this refer many of the frag- 
ments of ancient writings, which men of learning have 
gleaned up. ‘Therefore we may allow, that there is fome 
truth in the fuppofition: feeing it is certain, the days 
which Adam and Eve fpent in Paradife, were far better 
than any which have been {pent by their defeendants, or 
ever will be, till Chrift returns to reign upon earth. 

4. But whence could that fuppolition arife, That men 
were formerly of a larger ftature than they are now? ‘This 
has been a generally prevailing opinion, almoft in all nati- 


ons and in all ages. Hence near two thoufand years ayo, 
the well-known line of Virgil, 


Qualia nunc hominum producit corpora tellus. e 
‘ - a , r | 

Hence near two thoufand years before him, Flamer tells us 

of one of his heroes throwing a ftone, which hardly ten 
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men could lift, ‘Ove: vv Beoras' Such as men are mow. We 
allow indeed, there have been giants in all ages, in various 
parts of the world. Whether the antediluvians mentioned 
in Genefis were fuch or no (which many have queftioned) 
we cannot doubt but Og the king of Ba/an was fuch, as 
well as Goliath of Gath. Such alfo were many of the chil- 
dren (or defcendants) of Anak. But it docs not appear, 
that in any age or nation men in general were larger than 
they are now. We are very fure they were not for many 
centuries paft, by the tombs and coffins that have been 
difcovered, which are exactly of the fame fize, with thofe 
that are now in ufe. And in the catacombs at Rome, the 
niches for the dead bodies which were hewn in the rock 
fixteen hundred years ago, are none of them above fix feet 
in length, and fome a little under. Above all, the pyra- 
mids of Egypt (that of king Cheops in particular) have be- 
yond all reafonable doubt remained, at leaft three thoufand 
years; yet none of the mummies (embalmed bodies) 
breught therefrom, are above five feet ten inches long. 

5. But how then came this fuppofition to prevail fo 
long and fo generally in the world? | 1 know not but it 
may be accounted for from hence. Great and little are re- 
lative terms, ‘and all men judge of greatnefs and littlenefs, 
by comparing things with themfelves. ‘Pherefore it 1s not 
itrange, if we think men are fmaller now, than they were 
when we were children. I remember a remarkable inftance 
of this, in my own cafe. After having left it feven years, 
I had a great defire to fee the {chool where I was brought 
up. When I was there, I wondered that the boys were 
fo much fmaller than they ufed to be when I was at fchool. 
«¢ Many of my fchool-fellows ten years ago, were taller 
by the head than I. And few of them that are at fchool 
now, reach up to my fhoulders.” - Very true; but what 
was the reafon of this? Indeed a very plain one: it was 
not becaufe they were fmaller, but becaufe I was bigger 
than I was feven years before. I verily believe this is the 
caufe, why men in general fuppofe the human race do 
decreafe in ftature. ‘They remember the time when moft 
of thofe round about them, were both taller and bigger 
than 
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than themfelves. Yea, and all men have done the fame, in 
their fucceflive generations. Is it any wonder then, that 
all fhould have run into the fame miftake, when it has 
been tranfmitted unawares from father to fon, and proba- 
bly will be, to the end of time? 

6. But there is likewife a general fuppofition, ‘that the 
underftanding of man, and all his mental abilities, were of 
a larger fize in the ancient days than they are now: and the 
ancient inhabitants of the earth had far greater talents than 
the prefent. Men of eminent learning have been of this 
mind, and have contended for it with the utmoft vehe- 
mence. It is granted, that many of the ancient writers, 
both philofophers, poets,.and hiftorians, will not eafily be 
excelled, if equalled, by thofe of later ages. We may in- 
ftance in Homer and Virgil as poets, Thucydides and Livy 
as hiftorians. But, this mean time is to be remarked, con- 
cerning moft of thefe writers, that each of them fpent his 
whole life in compofing and polifhing one book. What 
wonder then if they were exquifitely finifhed, when fo 
much labour was beftowed upon them? I doubt, whether 
any man in Europe or in the world, of the prefent age, has 
taken fo much pains in finifhing any treatife. Otherwife 
it might poflibly have equalled, if not excelled, any that 
went before. 

7. But that the generality of men were not one jot wifer 
in ancient times, than they are at the prefent time, we 
may eafily gather from the moft authentic records. One 
of the moft ancient nations, concerning whom we have 
any certain account, is the Egyptian. And what con- 
ception can we have of their underftanding and learning, 
when we reflect upon the objects of their worfhip ? Thefe 
were not only the vileft of animals, as dogs and cats; but 
the leeks and onions that grew in their own gardens. I 
knew a great man, who {curriloufly abufed all thofe who 
are fo void of common fenfe as to believe any fuch thing 
concerning them. He peremptorily affirms (but without 
condefcending to give us any proof) that the ancient inha- 
bitants of Egypt had a deep hidden meaning in all this. 
Let him believe it who can. I cannot believe it on any 

man’s 
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man’s bare affertion. I believe they had no deeper hidder 
meaning in worfhipping cats than our fchool-boys have in 
baiting them. And I apprehend the common Egyptians 
were juft as wife three thoufand years ago, as the common 
ploughmen in England and Wales are at this day. I fup- 
pofe their natural underftanding, like their ftature, was 
on a level with ours; and their learning, their acquired 
knowledge, many degrees inferior to that of perfons of 
the fame rank, either in France, Holland or Germany. 

8." «© However, did not the people of former times 
greatly excel us in virtue?” This is the point of great- 
eft importance: the reft are but trifles in comparifon of it. 
Now is it not univerfally allowed, that every age grows 
worfe and worfe? Was it not obferved by the old heathen 
poet, almoft two thoufand years ago, 


SEtas parentum, pejor avis tulit 
r . é 
Nos nequiores, jam daturos 
Progeniem vitiofiorem. 


That is, in plain profe, « The age of our parents was 
more vicious than that of our grandfathers. Our age is 
more vicious than that of our fathers. We are worfe 
than our fathers were, and our children will be worfe than 
us.” 

g- It is certain, this has been the common cry, from ge- 
neration to generation. And if it is not true, whence 
fhould it arife? How can we account for it? Perhaps 
another remark of the fame poct may help us to an an- 
fwer. May it not be extracted from the general character 


which he gives of old men? 


Difficilis, querulus, laudator temperis aét 
Se puero, cenfor; cafigatorq. minorum. 


Is it not the common praétice of the old men, to praife 
the paft, and condemn the prefent time? And this may 
probably operate much farther than one would at firft ima- 
gine; when thofe that have more experience than we, and 

therefore, 
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therefore, we are apt tothink, more wifdom, are almoft con- 
tinually harping upon this, the degeneracy of the world! 
Thofe who are accuftomed from their infancy to hear how 
much better the world was formerly than it is now—(and 
fo it really feemed to them, when they were young, and 
juft come into the world, and when the cheerfulnefs of 
youth gave a pleafing air to all that was round about them) 
—the idea of the world’s being worfe and worle would 
naturally grow up with them. And fo it would be, till 
we, in our turn, grew peevifh, fretful, difcontented, and 
full of melancholy’ complaints, “* How wicked the world 
is grown! How much better it was, when we were young, 
in the golden days that we can remember !” 

to. But let us endeavour, without prejudice or prepof 
feffion, to take a view of the whole affair. And upon cool 
and impartial confideration, it will appear that the fegmer 
days were not better than thefe: yea, on the contrat¥, that 
thefe are in many refpeéts, beyond comparifon better than 
tHey. It will clearly appear, that as the itature of men 
was nearly the fame from the beggnning of the world, fo 
the underftanding of men, in CRitar circumiftances, has 
been much the fame, from the time of GOD’s bringing a 
flood upon the earth unto the prefent hour. We have no 
reafon to believe that the uncivilized nations of Africa, 
America, or the South-Sea iflands, had ever a better under- 
ftanding, or were in a lefs barbarous ftate than they are 
now. Neither on the other hand, have we any fufficient 
proof, that the natural underftandings of men in the moft 
civilized countries, Babylon, Perfia, Greece or Italy, were 
ftronger or more improved than thofe of the Germans, 
French or Englifh now alive. Nay, have we not reafon to 
believe, that by means of better-initruments we have at- 
tained that knowledge of nature, which few, if any of the 
ancients, ever attained? So that in this refpect, the ad- 
vantage (and not a little one) is clearly.on our fide: and 
we ought to acknowledge with deep thankfulnefs to the 
Giver of every good gift, That the former days were nok 
to be compared to thefe wherein we live. 


Vor. I. ‘ “Mm oD 
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11. But the principal enquiry ftill remains. Were not 
the former days better than thefe, with regard to virtue ? or 
to {peak more properly, religion? ‘This detferves a full con+ 
fideration. 

By religion I mean, the love of GOD and man, filling 
the heart and governing the life. ‘The fure effect of this is, 
the uniform practice of juftice, mercy, and truth. This 
is the very eflenee of it, the height and depth of religion, 
detached from this or that opinion, and from all particular 
modes of worfhip. And I would calmly enquire, which 


of the former times were better than thefe, with regard to 


this? to the religion experienced and practifed by archbi- 
fhop Fenelon, in France; bilhop Kenn, in England; and bi- 
fhop Bedell, in Ireland ? 

12. We need not extend our enquiry beyond the period 
when life and immortality were brought to light by the 
gofpel. And it is allowed, that the days immediately fuc- 
ceeding the pouring out of the Holy Ghoft on the day of 
Pentecoft, were better eyen in this refpect, even with re- 
gard to religion, than any which have fucceeded them. 

But fetting afide this fhort age of golden days, I muft 
repeat the queition, whith of the former days were better 
than the prefent, in every known part of the habitable 
world ? 

3- Was the former part of this century better, either 
in thefe iflands, or in any part of the continent? I know 
no reafon at all to aflirm this. I believe every part of Au- 
rope was full as void of religion in the reign of queen Anne, 
as it is at this day. It is true, luxury increafes to a high 
degree, in every part of Europe: and fo does the fcandal | 


But it is alfo true, that the moft infernal of all vices, cru- 
elty, does as fwiftly decreafe. And fuch inftances of it as 
in times paft continually occurred, are now very feldom 
heard of. Even in war, that favage barbarity which was 
every where practiicd, has been diltontinued for many 

years. 
14. Was the laft century more religious than this? In 
here was much of the form of reli- 
gion. 


he former part of it t 
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gion. And fome undoubtedly experienced the power 


thereof. But how foon did the fine gold become dim! 


How foon was it fo mingled with worldly defign, and with 
a total contempt both of truth, juitice and mercy, as 
brought that pore upon all religion, which is hardly re- 
moved to this day? Was there more true religion in the 
preceding century, the age of the Reformation? ‘There 
was doubtlefs in many countries a confiderable reformation 
of religious opinions; yea, and of modes of worfhip, 
which were much changed for the better, both in Germany 
and feveral other places. But it is well known, that Lu- 
ther hinifelf complained, almofit with his dying breath, 
“The people that are called by my name (though I with 
they were called only by the name of Chrift) are reformed as 
to their opinions and modes of 7 ; but their tempers 
and lives are the fame they were»before.” Even then, both 
juttice and mercy were fo fhamelefsly trodden under mas 
that an eminent writer computes the number of thofe tha 
were flaughtered, during thofe religious contefts, to have 
been no lefs t than forty “millions,” within the compafs of 
forty years ! 

15. We may ftep back above a thoufand years from this, 
without finding any better time. No hiftorian gives us the 
Jeaft intimation of any fuch, till we come to the age of 
Conflantine the Great. Of this period feveral writers have 
given us moft magnificent accounts. babe one eminent 
author, no lefs a man than Dr. Newson, the late bifhop of 
Briffol, has been at no {mall pains to fhew, that the con- 
verfion of Conflantine to dRiselte, ih di > emoluments 
which he beftowed upon the church with an unfparing 
hand, were the event whiel 1 is fignified 1 in the i evelation, 
by the new Jerufalem coming down jrom t 


16. But I cannot in anvwile fabicribe to the sitet opi- 


Baacke 


nion in this matter. So far from it, that 1 have been long 


. nee —, he shale . ; : 1 $4 } 

convinced frem the whole tenor of ancient hiflory, thae 
this very event, Con//aniéine’s calling himfelf a chiriitian, and 
pouring in that flood of wealth and vower on the chrittian 


church, the clergy in particular, was 
evil to the church, than all the ten 
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ther. From the time that power, riches, and honour of 
all kinds, were heaped upon the chriftians, vice of all kinds 
came in like a flood, both on the clergy and laity. From 
the time that the church and ftate, the kingdoms of Chrift 
and of the world, were fo ftrangely and wnnaturally blend- 
ed together, mg and heathenifm were fo thorough- 
ly incorporated with each other, that they will hardly ever 

be divided, till Chrift comes to reign upon earth. So that 
inftead of fancying that the glory of the New Ferufalem 
covered the earth at that period, we have terrible proof, that 
it was then, and has ever fince been covered, with the 
{moke of the bottomlefg pit. 

17. “ However, were not the days antecedent to this, 
thofe of the third century, better beyond all comparifon, 
than any that followed them?” This has been almoft uni- 
verfaily believed. Few doubt but in the age before Con/lan- 
tine, the chriftian church was in its glory, worfhipping 
GOD in the beauty of helinefs. But was it fo indeed? 
What fays St. Cyprian, who lived in the midft of that cen- 
tury, a witnefs above all exception, and one that fealed 
the truth with his blood? What account does he give, of 
what he faw with his own eyes, and heard with his own 
ears? Such an one as would almoft make one imagine he 
was painting to the life, not the ancient church of Car- 
thage, but the modern church of Rome. According to his 
account, fuch abominations even then prevailed over all 
orders of men, that it was not ftrange GOD poured out 
his fury upon them in blood, by the grievous perfecutions 
which followed. 

18. Yea, and before this, even in the firft century, even 
in the apoftolic age, what account does St. Fohn give of 
feveral of the churches, which he himfelf had planted in 


Afia? How little were thofe congregations better than 
many in Europe, at this day? Nay, forty or fifty years be- 
fore that, within thirty ycars of the defcent of the Holy 
Gholt, were there not fuch abominations in the church of 
Corinth, as were not even named among the heathens? So 
early did the my/lery of iniquity begin, to work in the chri- 

ftian 
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ftian:church! So little reafon have we to appeal to the 
former days, as though they were detter than thefe ! 

ig. To allirm this therefore, as commonly as it is done, 
is not only contrary to truth, but is an inftance of black 
ingratitude to GOD, and a grievous affront to his blefled 
Spirit. For whoever makes a fair and candid enquiry, will 

eafily perceive, that true religion has in nowile decreafed, 
but greatly increafed in the prefent century. ‘To inftance 
in one capital branch of religion, the love of our neigh 
bour. Is not perfecution well nigh vanifhed away from the 
face of the earth? In what age did chriitians of various 
denominations thew fuch forbearance toward each other? 
When before was fuch lenity thewn by governors toward 
‘their refpective fubjects? Not only in Great-Britain and 
Ireland; but in France and Germany, yea, every part of 
Europe? Nothing like this has been feen fince the time of 

agg ; no, not fince the time of, the apoftles. 

If it be faid, “ Why, this is the fruit of the gene- 
ral infidelity, the deifm which has overfpread all Europe :” 
Y anfwer, whatever be the caufe, we have reafon greatly 
to rejoice in the effect. And if the all-wife GOD has 
brought fo great and uniyerfal a good out of this dreadful 
evil, fo sacl the more fhould we magnify his aftonilhing 
power, wifdom, and goodnefs herein. Indeed fo far as we 

can judge, this was the moitt direct way, whereby nominal 
chriflians could be prepared, firft for tolerating, and after- 
wards for receiving real chriftianity. While the governors 
were themfelves unacquainted with it, nothing but this 
could induce them to fuffer it. O the depth both of the 
wifdom and knowledge of GOD! caufing a total difregard 
for all religion, to pave the way for the revival of the only 
religion, which was worthy of GOD! 

21. But above all this, while luxury and profanenefs 
have been increafing on the one hand, on the other, be- 
nevolence and compatlon toward all the forms of human 
woe, have increafed ina manner not known before, from 
the earlieft ages of the world. Iif proof of this, we fee 
more hofpitals, infirmaries, and other places of public cha- 


rity, have been erecte ‘pies ft 1 In 2a! nd near Lon don, wit! in 
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this century, than in five hundred years before. And fup- 
pofe this has been owing in part to vanity, defire of praife, 
yct have we caufe to blefs GOD, that fo much good has 
fprung even from this imperfect motive. 

22. I cannot forbear mentioning one inftance more, of 
the goodnefs of GOD to us in the prefent age. He has 
lifted up a ftandard in our iflands, both againft luxury, 
profanenefs, and vice of every kind. Me caufed near fifty 
years ago, as it were, 2 grain of muftard-feed to be fown 
near London, and it has now grown and put forth great 
branches, reaching from fea to fea. ‘Two or three poor 
people met together, in order to help each other to be real 
ehriftians. ‘They increafed to hundreds, to thoufands, to 
myriads, ftill purfuing their one point, real religion, the 
Jove of GOD and man, ruling all their tempers, words, 
and ations. Now I will be bold to fay, fuch an event as 
this, confidered in all its circumftances, has not been *feen 
on earth before, fince the time that St. F2hn went to Abra- 
bam’s bofom. ) ; 

23- Shall we now fay, The former days were better than 
thefe ? GOD forbid we fhould be fo unwife and fo unthank- 
ful. Nay, rather let us praife him all the day longs for 
he hath dealt bountifully with us. No former time fince 
the apofties left the earth, has been etter than the prefent. 
None has been comparable to it in feveral refpeéts. We 
are not born out of due time, but in the day of his power, 
a day of glorious falvation, wherein he is haftening to re- 
new the whole race of mankind in righteoufnefs and true 
holinefs. How bright hath the fun of righteoufnefs alrea- 
dy fhone on various parts of the earth? And how many 
gracious flowers has he already poured down upon his in- 
heritance ? How many precious fouls has he already gather- 
ed into his garner, as ripe fhocks of corn?) May we be al- 
ways ready to follow them, crying in our hearts, © Comey 
Lord Jefus! Come quickly !” 

Dublin, June 27,,1787. 
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A foort Account of the Revival of the Work of GOD, at 
Manchefter, Fc. 


To the Editor of the Arminian Magazine. 


Sir, 






OR fome time we have hardly ever preached, but 
one, two, or more have returned thanks, either for 
a fenfe of pardon, or for having their backilidings healed, 
or for experiencing that the blood of Chrift cleanies from 
all fin. 

On Monday evening laft, we had a good time while 
keeping the love-feaft. After a few had fpoken of the 
goodnefs of GOD, the fire was kindled, fo that fome be 
gan to weep, others to tremble, and feveral to roar out 
for the difquietude of their fouls. We then left off con- 
verfing, and {pent an hour in finging and prayer; when 
the cry was ftill the fame. After we had difmiiled the peo- 
ple, many returned to pray with thofe who would not de- 
part without a blefling: on which their cries and agonies 
became much greater than before. After fome time four 
or five declared that GOD had turned their captivity into 
joy! We had fuch another love-feaft at Afiddleton on new- 
year’s day. 

In about three weeks, more than twenty have found 
peace with GOD, while others have been either awaken- 
ed, quickened, comforted, or healed: and we are not 
without hopes of feeing greater things here in a fhort 
time. 


J. ALLEN. 
Fan. 3, 178. 


(28 7 
An EXTRACT 
Of the Revd. Mr. JOHN WESLEY’s Journat, 


From Auguft 12th, 1738, to November ift, 1739- 
[Continued from page 235 


18. AM not careful to anfwer in this matter. It is not 
I my part to fay, Whether GOD hath done good by © 
my hands, Whether I have a particular turn of mind for this, 
or not: and whether want of fuccefs (where our attempts 
did not fucceed) was owing to imprudence, or to other 
caufes. But the latter part of the objection, “ ‘That one 
*¢ who is defpifed can do no good, That without’ reputati- 
«¢ on a man cannot be ufeful,” being the ftrong-hold of all 
the unbelieving, the vainglorious, the cowardly chriftians 
(fo called) I will, by the grace of GOD, fee, What reafon 
there is for this, thus continually to exalt itfelf againft the 


gofpel of Chrift. 
19. With regard to contempt then (under which word 


I include all the paflions that border upon it, as hate,’en#  » 
vy, &c. and all the fruits that {pring from it, fuch as cas 
lumny and perfecution in all its forms) my firft pofition :* 
defiance of worldly wifdom, is, Every@rue chriflian is co ‘B 
temned wherever he lives, by all who are mt fo, and who know 
him to be fuch: that is, in effect, by all with whom he con= 
verfes, fice it is impoflible for light not to fhine? This 
pofition I prove, both from the example of our Lords’ and 
his exprefs aflertion. Firft, from his example: Jf the dif- 
ciple is not absve his Mufter; nor the fervant above his Lord, 
thenas our Matter was de/pifed and rejecled of men, fo will 
every one of ,his true difciples. a difciple is not 
above bis Mafler, ror the fervant abowhis Lord. ‘There- 
fore, the confequence will not fail him a hair’s breadth. 
I prove this fecondly, from his own exprefs affertion of this 
eonfequence. Jf they have called the Mafter of the houfe Bels 
nib, how imuch more them J his boufchold? Remember (ye 
that would aye in forget or evade this) the word which I faid 
wtita Sou, the fervant is not greatgm than the Lord: if they 
have 
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have perfecuted me, they will alfa perfecute you. And as for 
that vain hope, ‘That this belongs only to the firlt follow- 
ters of Chrift, hear ye him}. A// thefe things they will do wi- 
to you, becaufe they know not him that fent me. And again, 
Becaufe ye are not of the world, therefore the world Lateth you. 
Both the perfons who are hated, the perfons who hate 
them, and the caufe of their hating them are here fet downs 
The hated are ail that are not of the world, that know and 
love GOD; The haters are ail that are of the world, that 
know not, and love not GQD. The caufe of their hatred is 
the entire, irreconcilable difference, between their defigns, 
judgments, and affections: becaufe thefe know not GOD, 
and thofe are determined to know and purfue nothing be- 
fide him. ‘TThefe efteem and love the world; and thofe 
count it dung and drofs, and fingly defire the love of Chrift. 
Oo. My next pofition is this: Till he is thus defpifed, 
no man is ina flate of falvation. And this is a plain con- 
fequence of the former; for if all that are not of the world, 
are therefore defpifed by thofe that are, then till a man is 
defpifed, he is of the world, that is, out of a ftate of falva- 
tion. Nor is it poflible for all the trimmers between 
GOD and the => to elude the confequence, u lefs 
they can prove, that a man may be of the wor id, a yet 
be in a ftate of falvation. I mutt therefore, with or withe 
out the confent of thefe, keep clofe to my Saviour’s judg- 
ment, and maintain, that contempt is a part of the crofs, 
which every man bears who follows him: that it is the 
badge of his difciplefhip, the ftamp of his profedlion, the 
conftant fea! of his calling; infomuch that though a man 
may be defpifed witho ut being faved, yet he cannot be 
faved, without being defpifed 
21. I fhould not fpend any more wo rds on this great 
truth, but that it is at prefent voted out of the world. 


The matters in J/rac/, learned men, men of 1 
1 


abfolutely to have forgotten it: nay, and cenfure thole 


who have not forgotten the word 


Sect f frans ve doéirine. Yet they who hearken to GO! 
fyi 


s of their Lord, as oe 


rather th an Mand, Muic 
he heine def “ £ Jutels 
Lhat the veils defpyfed pfalutel, 


Non 


ay down oie (tran ge p* ofition more, 
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in the world: if not, to our doing /ome good (for GOD 
may work by Fudas) yet to our doing fo much good as we 
otherwife might: feeing we mutt know GOD, if we would 
fully teach others to know him. But if we do, we mutt 
be defpifed of them that know him not. Where then is the 
feribe? Where is the wife? Where is the difputer of this 
avorld? Where is the replier againft GOD, with his fage 
maxims, “ He that is defpifed can do no good in the 
«‘ world: to be ufeful, a man muft be efteemed: to ad- 
« vance the glory of GOD, you muft have a fair reputa- 
*¢ tion.”—Saith the world fo? Well; what faith the fcrip- 
ture? Why, that GOD hath laughed all this heathen wii- 
dom fo fcorn. It faith, that twelve defpifed followers of a 
defpifed Matter, all of whom were of xo reputation, who 
were eftcemed as the filth and off-fcouring of the world, did 
more good in it, than all the twelve tribes of J/rae/. It 
faith, that their defpifed Mafter left an exprefs declaration 
to us and to our children, Bleféd are ye (not accurfed with 
the heavy curfe of doing no ued, of being ufelefs in the 
world) when men fball revile you and perfecute you, and fay all 
manner of evil of you falfely for mty name’s fake. Rejoice and 
be exceeding glad; for great is your reward in heaven. 
22. Thefe are a part of my reafons for choofing to abide 
as yet in the ftation wherein I now am. As to the flock 
committed to yur care, whom you have many years fed 
with the fincere milk of the word, I truft in GOD, your 
labour fhall not be in vain. Some of them you have feen 
gathered into the garner. And for yourielf, I doubt not, 
when your warfare is accomplifbed, when you are made per 
fe through fufferings, you fhall follow the ¢ 
'GOD hath given you! full of ile dndvd ee. 
care of thofe poor therpiteelore yor w vas 
‘forget them when you are dead. Whe 2 ee 
March 29. 1 left London, aoe the a 





THE JOURNAL OF THE REVD. JOHN WESLEY. 283 


fo tenacious of every point relating to decency and ordef, 
that I fhould have thought the faving of fouls a/mof a fin, 
if it had not been done in a church. 

April 1. In the evening (Mr. Whitefield being gone) I 
begun expounding our Lord’s fermon on the mount (one 
pretty remarkable Mega of field-preaching, 1 fappo te 
there were churches at that time alfo) to a little foci iety which 
was accuftomed to mect once or twice a week in Nicholas- 
Street. 

Monday 2. At four in the afternoon, I fubmitted to de 
more vile, and proclaimed in the highways the glad tidings 
of falvation, {peaking from a little eminence in a ground 
adjoining to the city, to about three thoufand people. The 
fcripture on which [ {poke was this (is it poflible any one 
fhould be ignorant, that it is fulfilled in every true minifter 
of Chrift) The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becaufe he hath 
anointed me to preach the gofpel to the poor. He hath fent me 
to heal the broken-hearted; to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovery of fight to the blind: to fet at liberty them that are 
bruifed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, 


At 7 I began expounding the 4és of the Apzfles, toa 


fociety-meeting in Buldwin-freet: and the next day, the 
gofpel of St. Feb in the chapel at Newgafe; where I alfo 
daily read the morning fervice of the church. 

Vednefday 4. At Bapti/?-Mills (a fort of a fuburb or vil- 
lage about half a mile from Briffol) 1 offered the grace of 
GOD to about fifteen hundred perfons, from thefe words, 
I will heal their backfliding, I will love them freely, — e3 
In the evening three women agreed to meet together 
weekly, with the fame intention as thofe at London, viz. 

To confefs their faults one to another, and prove for another, 

that they may be bealeld. At 8, four young Men agreed to 

— in purfuance of the fame defign. How dare any 

deny this to be (as to the fubftance of it) a means of 

ined by GOD; unlefs he will affirm (with Lu» 

“ee a ‘a oe fury of his folifidianifm) -_ St. Fames's wee 
“ad gies epifile of firaw ? “i 

_. Thurfday s. At 5 in shagsebtiie Vacca «9 0 Salita 

“Caflefrec, sxpoundingye epiftle to the Remans; and the 

= ~next 
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next evening at a fociety in Gloncefer-Lane, the firlt epiftle 
of St. Jobe. On Saturday evening at Weavers-Hail alfo, I 
begun expounding the epiftle to the Remans, and declared 
that gofpel to all, which is the power of GOD unto falva- 
tion, to every one that believeth, 

Sunday 8. At 7 inthe morning I preached to about a 
thoufand perfons at Briflel, and afterwards to about fifteen 
hundred, on the top of Hannam-Mount in Kingswood. 1 
called to them in the words of the evangelical prophet, Ho? 
Every one that thirfleth, come ye to the waters; come and buy 
wine and milk without money, and qwithout price. About five 
thoufand weft in the afternoon at Rofe-Green (on the other 
fide of Kingswood ) among whom I ftood and cried, in the 
name of the Lord, Jf any man thirf, let him come unto me 
and drink, He that beleveth on me, as the foripture hath faid, 
out of his belly foall flow rivers of living water. 

Tuefday 10. 1 was defired to go to Bath; whore I offered 
to about a thoufand fouls, the free grace of GOD to heal 
their backfidings, and im the morning to (I belicve) more 
than two thoufand, I preached to about the fame number, 
at Baprifi- Mills in the afternoon, on Chri?’ made of GOD 
urto us, wiflem and rightcoufnefs, and fanclification and rea 
deniption. 

Saturday 14. I preached at the poor-houfe: three or four 
hundred were within, and more than twice that number 
without: to whom I explained thofe comfortable words, 
When they had nothing to pay, be frankly forgave them both. 

Sunday 15. I explained at 7 to five or fix thoufand per- 
fons, the {tory af the Pharifce and the publican. About 
three thoufand were prefent at Hamnam-Mount. 1 preach- 
ed at Newgatg after dinner to a crowded congregation. 
Between 5 atge6 we went to Rofe-Green: it rained hard 
at Brifol, but not a drop fell upon ug, while I declared to 
about five thoufand, Chrif? our wi/d.m and righteoufnefs and 
fand fication ond redemption. 1 concluded the day by thew 
ing at the fociety in Baldwin-freet, that his bleed cleanfeth 
us from ail fin. 

Tucfday 17. At § inthe afternoon I was at a little fociety 
inthe Back-Lane. The room in which we were was prop- 
ped 
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ped beneath; but the weight of the people made the floor 
give wav, fo that in the beginning of the cxpounding, the 
pol which propped it, fell down with a great noife. Bet 
the floor funk no further, fo that after a little furprife at 
firlt they quictly attended to the things that were fpoken. 
Thenee 1 went to Baldwin-freet, and expounded as it 
came in courfe, the iv. chap. of the 44. We then called 
upon GOD, to confirm his word. Immediately one that 
flood by (td our no fmall furprife) cried out aloud, with the 
nimoft vehemence, even as in the agonics of death But 
we continued in prayer, till a new feng was put in her mouth, 
a thank/giving unto cur GOD. Soon after, two other per- 
fons (well known in this place, as labouring to live in all 
good confcience towards all men) were feized with ftrong 
pain, and conflrained to reer for the difquictnefs of their 
heart, But it was not long before they likewife burit forth 
into praife to GOD their faviour. The laft who called 
wpon GOD as out of the belly of hell, was J B 





a ftranger in Brifol. And in a fhort fpace he alfo was 
overwhelmed with joy and love, knowing that GOD had 
healed his backflidings. So many living witnefles hath 


GOD given, that Air fand uw fill fi ttched out to heal, and 
that fgns and wonders are even now wrought by bis holy chidd 
Sifu. 

Wednefday 18. In the evening L——a $~—- (late a 
Quaker, but baptized the day before) R-——a l-——, and 
a tew others, were admitted into the focicty. But R———« 
M was fcarcely able, cither to fpeak or look up. The 
forrows of death compaffed her absut, the pains of hell got held 
upon her. We poured out our complaints before GOD, 
and thewed him of her trouble. And he foon thewed, he 
is a GOD that beareth prayer. She felt intherf If, that de- 
1g jupified freely, fae had peace with GOD, through Fefus 
Chrifl. She Pepa: din hope of the g lory of GO v, and the 
hove of GOD Was feed abroad in ber Jeart, 

April 20. Being Gud-Friday, E~—~th R a, T 
Ww » and one or two others, firft knew they had re- 
Gemption in the blicd of Chriff, the remiffien of thei fas. 


Su Jur duy 
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grou folded not calling upon GOD, till, 
he raifed him up full of peace and joy in the Holy Ghoft. 

On Ea/fler-Day, it being a thorough rain, I could only 
preach at Newgate at 8 in the morning, and two in the af- 
ternoon; in a houfe near Hannam-Mount at 113; and in 
one near Rofe-Green at 5. At the fociety in the suaping, 
many were cut to the heart, and many comforteds! 

Monday 23. Ona repeated invitation I went to? d 
about five miles from Bri/fol. I fent to the miniftery to atk 
leave to preach in the church, but having waited fome time 
and received no anfwer, I called on many of the people 
who were-gathered together in an open place, Jf any man 






thirft let him come unto me and drink. At 4 in the afternoon 
there were above three thoufand, in a convenient place near 
the city, to whom I declared, The hour is coming, and now 
is, when the dead foall hear the voice of the Son of GOD, and 
they that hear foall live. 

{ preached at Bath to about a thoufand on Tue//ay morn- 
ing, and at 4 in the afternoon to the poor colliers, at a 
place about the middle of Aingsevood, called Two Mile-hill. 
In the evening at Baldwin-/freet, a young man, after a fharp 
(though fhort) agony, both of body and mind, found his 
foul filled with peace, kuswing in whom he had believed. 

Wednefday 24. To above two thoufand at Bepti/f-Mills, 
I explained that glorious fcripture (defcribing the ftate of 
every truc lesliuvee in Chrift, every one who by faith is 
born of GOD) Ye have not received the fpirit of bondage 
again to fear, but ye have received the fpirit of adeption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Lather. 























THe Reiateo JOHN FLETCHER. 
(Continued from page ad 


T table, every one is furnifhed with a fpoon and 

a fork, but with no knives. And in general, they 
are not needful: for both flefh and vegetables are fo ftewed 
down, as to be properly termed fpoon-meat. However, 
at the meancft inn, every one is provided with a clean nap- 
kin: and both after dinner and after fupper, there is a fine 
deffert of fruit. 

«© We travelled early and late: yet having but one fet 
of horfes, we were a whole week in getting to Poris. In 
Paris all is gaiety and finery; but without the leaft idea of 
neatnefs. ‘The fcarcity of water is one excufe for the 
general want of cleanlinefs, both in their perfons and 
houfes. 

* On Tuefday, Dec. 8, we dined at Portallier, the pret- 
tieft town in all France. The reafon of which is, a 
burnt down fome years ago, it was rebuilt by the late 
king. ‘lhe next morning we entered Switzerland, ftepping 
over a brook, which divides Seitzerland from France. On 
the French fide of the brook is a crofs: on the other, a 
pillar with the arms of Switzerland. In the evening we 
arrived at “au/unne, a famous ok d town. Here I remained 
the next day, and on Friday, the eleventh, went on to 










Nyon, where I had the pleafure of finding our dear friend, 
in pretty good health and fpirits. Mr. Fletcher’s houfe is a 
fine large building, agreeably fituated. It is in the form 
of a cattle, and is fuppoied to have been built five hundred 
years ago. 









“ In pafling through France, how bitterly did I regret 
the want of the Sunday-fervice! And it was not much 
better with me when I came into Switzer/and. Yor 1 un- 
derftood fo little of their language, tha it I could not profit 
much by the public fervice. Undecd this lofs is in fome 
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meafure made up by the company and converfati 
Fictcher : who, however engaged he is the 

the day, is generally to kind as to {pend a lit 

me in the evening in prayer afd converfatior 

“ His chief delight feems to be in the meeting of his 
little fociety of children. And as he is excee: ling fond of 
them, they Kise to be altogether as fond of him. He 
feldom either walks abroad or rides out, but fome of them 
follow him, Sigil the hymns they have learned, and con- 
verfing with him by the way. But you muft not fuppoley 
that he is permitted to ‘enjoy this happinefs unmoletted. 
Not only the drunkards make fongs upon him and his little 
companions, but many of the clergy loudly complain of 
fuch isregular proceedings. However he is upon good 
terms with the three minifters of the place, all of whont 
are not only ferious men, but defirous of promotitig true 
religion. 

«© He is certainly ftronger, and im better health, than 
he was when he left England. But as foon as ever he ven- 
tures to preach, his fpitting of blood returns. Whenever 
this happens, his ftrength and fpirits decay furprifingly, 
which he cannot in anywife recover, but by lying by for fome 
days. 

«© Whether I fuccced in my temporal bufinefs or not, I 

7 


fhall ever remember with pleafure and thankfulnefs the op- 


. 


portunities I have been bleit with of fo ending fo much 


time in company with our ineltimable friend: who, where- 


ever he goes, preaches the gofpel both by his words and 
example; nay, by his very ong not i to his friends, 
but to all he mects with. So that on the top of the frozen 
4!ps, and in the dreary vale of Chateau d Oex, fome good 
iced has been fown. 

“ When my bufinels conftrained me to go to Chateau 
d’Ovx, Mr. F? steLer bore me company. And here alfo he 
was vifited by fome of the principal inhabitants of the 
town : who ftood rotind him in deep attention for almott 
az hour, while he both exhorted and prayed. 

Iam, dear Sir, 
Your very fincere Friend and perenne 


WILLIAM PERRONET. 
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16. Mr. Fletcher adds upon the fame paper, Thanks 
to our kind preferver, I am yet in the land of faith and 
hope, and want to find and make it a land of happinefs 
and love. The Lord Jefus is alone fufficient for this. And 
till the great out-pouring of his love is come, we ought 
faithfully to ftir up the gift of GOD, which is in ourfelves 
and others, and to fupply by the depth of our humility, 
and the ardour tf our expectation, what is yet wanting to 
our experience. Well: GOD is good: Jefus is faithful: 
the Spirit is truth and love. Come, Lord! And we fhall 
experience the power of that GOD, who turns death to 
life, darknefs to light, weaknefs to ftrength; and ca/leth 
the things that are net as though they were.” 

17. Mr. Perronet in another letter to Mr. Greenwood, 
dated May 22, writes thus: 

«¢ My dear friend is much better in health now, than 
he was in the winter. He preached laft Sunday fe’nnight 
in the church. He fpoke with a itrong, clear voice for 
ubove three quarters of an hour: and did not find himfelf 
hurt by it. But when he rode out in the afternoon, his 
horfe dropped down as if he had been fhot, and cut both 
his knees, as well as his head. Yet Mr. J/etcher was no 
way hurt. 

“© On Good-Friday, there being no fervice here, Mr. 
Fletcher and I croffed the lake into Savsy, in order to hear 
a celebrated capuchin, who ‘was to preach that day. He 
made a very good difcourfe : and afterwards he and his bre- 
thren invited us to dine with them. This we declined but 
after dinner paid our refpe€ts to them. And we fpent two 
or three agreeable hours in ferious and friendly converfa- 
tion.” 

18. About this time Mr. Fletcher wrote to a friend 
thus: 

«© Let us bear with patience the decays of nature: let 
us fee without fear the approach of death. We mutt put 
off this fickly, corruptible body, in order to put on the im- 
mortal and glorious garment. 

«© T have fome hopes that my poor filter will yet be my 
fifter in Chrift. Her felf-righteoutnefs, I truft, breaks as 
Vou. Il. Oo faft 
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faft as her body. I am come hither to fee death make 
havock among my friends. I wear mourning for my fa- 
ther’s brother, and for my brother’s fon. The fame mourn 


Ba ee ee ee 
preteen etemees * 
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ing will ferve me for my dying fifler, if I do not go 
before her. She lies on the fame bed where my father 
and mother died, and where fhe and I were born. How 
near is death to life! But, blefled be GOD! Chrift, the 
refurrection, is nearer to the weak, dying believer! Death 
works through the body, and the refurrection through the 
foul. And our foul is our real felf.” 

19. I believe it was about the fame time, that a remark- 
able paflage occurred, which was related to me fome years 
ago. I may poflibly have forgot fome circumftances: but 
the fubftance of it was this. Mr. Fletcher having heard of 
a minifter in the country, as an eminently pious man, had 
a great defire to fee him, and for that purpofe one morning 
fet out very early. When he had walked feveral miles, 
he faw a great crowd gathered together at the door of a 
houfe. He afked, What was the matter? And was an- 
fwered, * A poor woman and her child lie dying.” He 
went in, and found a woman who had not long been deli- 
vered, in appearance very near death. Little better was 
the cafe of the infant, which was convulfed from head to 
foot. ‘The room was filled with people. He took occafion 
to fhow them from that melancholy fpectacle, the dread- 
ful effects of fin: and afterwards {poke largely, of the mi- 
ferable ftate we are all in through thegfin of our firft 
parent. He then expatiated on the fecond Adam, and the 
bleflings we may receive through him: adding, He is able 
to raife the dead! He is able to fave you all from fin, as 
well as fave thefe two poor objects from death. Come, let 
us afk him, to fave both us and them. He found remark- 
able liberty in prayer. Prefently the child’s convulfions 
ceafed; and the mother was eafy, lively and ftrong. The 
people were utterly amazed, and ftood fpeechlefs and al- 
mott fenfelefs! While they were in this ftate, he filently 
withdrew. When they came to themfelves, he was gone. 
Many of them afked, “© Who it could be ?” and fome faid, 
“ Certainly it was an angel.” 








20. When 
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20. When he had a little recovered his ftrength, he made 
a tour through Jta/y, and paid a vifit to Rome. While he 
was here, as Mr. Ireland and he were one day going 
through one of the ftreets in a coach, they were informed, 
« The pope was coming forward, and it would be requir- 
ed of them to come out of the coach, and kneel while he 
went by, as all the people did; if they did not, in all pro- 
bability the zealous mob would fall upon them, and knock 
them on the head.” But this, whatever might be the con- 
fequence, they flatly refufed to do; judging the paying 
fuch honour to a man, was neither better nor worfe than 
idolatry. The coaehman was exceedingly terrified, not 
knowing what to do. However, at length he made fhift 
to turn afide into a narrow way. ‘The pope was in an 
open landau. He waved his hands as if he had been fwim- 
ming; and frequently repeated thefe words, “ GOD blefs 
you all!” Mr. Fletcher’s {pirit was greatly flirred, and he 
longed to bear a public teftimony againft anti-chrift. And 
he would undoubtedly have done it, had he been able to 
fpeak Italian. He could hardly refrain from doing it in 
Latin, till he confidered that only the priefts could have 
underitood him. One to whom he related this, faying, 
« If he had done this, the multitude would have torn him 
In pieces:” he anfwered, “ I believe the pope himfelf 
would have prevented it; for he was a man of fente and 
humanity.” 

21. While he was at Paris, he was defired to vifit and 
pray with a fick woman. Information of this was quick- 
ly given to a magiftrate, with abundance of aggravation. 
In confequence of this, an order was procured from the 
king himielf for the apprehending him. ‘This might not 
improbably have coft him his life, or at leafl, a long and 
expenfive imprifonment. When the officer came to the 
door of the houfe where he lodged, Mr. Ireland ftepped 
out and faid, * Sir, have you a warrant for me?” He 
(fuppofing him to be Mr. Fletcher) anfwered, & I have; 
you muft come with me.” Mr. Iredaud went very quietly 
with him. But when they came before the magiitrate, the 
accufer faid, « This is not the man: I know nothing of 


this 
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this gentleman.” Another meffenger was then fent; but 
before he came to the houfe, Mr. Fletcher was too far off 
to be overtaken, 

21. While he was at Nyon, he wrote (among many other 
letters) to good, old Mr. Perronet as follows: 


Feb. 8, 1779. 
© Honoured and dear father in Chritt, 


“¢ T have had the pleafure of accompanying your fon to 
our father’s birth-place. It is a charming country for thofe 
who have a tafte for highland profpects. [But what is it 
to our heavenly Father’s hill of Sion? ‘hither may we 
all travel, fummer and winter, and there may we all have 
a happy meeting, and an eternal inheritance.” 

23. Sept. 7. Mr. William Perronet wrote a little farther 
account of him. Mr, Fletcher,” fays he, “ has preach- 
ed here (at Nyon ) in the churchy @md might have preach- 
ed much oftener, if his health would have permitted; for 
his friendly and prudent behaviour has won upon all the 
three minifters, fo that they are now on the beft terms 
with him. But a new difficulty has lately arifen. He hag 
been fummoned before the feigneur bailiff, who tharply Tes 
prehended him (noble bailiff indeed! worthy of his office!) 


for preaching againit fabbath-breaking, which he faid, ims 


plied a cenfure of the magiltrates, as if they neglected 
their duty. He reprimanded him alfo for preaching againtt 
ftage-plays, which he confidered as a reflection on himfelf, 
as he had jutt then fent for a company of French comedi- 
ans to Nyon. In confequence of this, he forbid his exer- 
cifing the function of a minifter in this country. However 
one of the miniflers has ventured to give him a room in his 
own houfe. Here he preaches two or three times a week 
to a few ferious perfons and abundance of children. His 
lordihip has not yet thought proper to interfere, although 
the thing is no fecret. And not only the ferioufnefs, but 
alfo the number of the congregation increates daily.” 
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24. Inthe next year, 1780, Mr. Fletcher fully intende 
to return to Eug/end. Sut not long after 
lows, to one ot his parihione: » al Nl acd Gr 
I have the more readily « aps | with the requelt of 
mv fricnds, to it y here f at Nyon ! Vcr, aS It Was 
fo earnellly backed by tuc 
About three weeks ago, U y got: ut Mc, 
fought me on their knees t in to flay 
hey were a little { 
would they be px riuadcd 06 Pile, 
»comply. Lappy Lat be for 
arneflly to Hun, wh 
66 Dw hay > “LO I vy 
taac Me <>} to et 
another ime and faid would 
ily to give usa 
ey through which we mutt pats 
he comfort of this journey is, 
that we may traW@leg@metber, though our bodics are far 
afunder. ’ 1 WwW ; Ty wher > rnc Sdiks 
(like his word) Oo : ar I ame in ¢cvery aye Ti pia 
So is holinc{s: for inal places hay lo GODw 
our heart, and our neighbour 
: all your bre thren, travel thu : 
Sr. Paul, who trave hi “lio h it 7 ti 


for a prize, a cre wn of life. 
“Ol, he { 


5 pring, 
re is then 


Peo 
ot an approas hing Coniumotron. 
keep pace with Mr. */ 
wrote to him as follows: 
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have been fick as Tam. I am overdone with riding and 
preaching: indeed twice I preached in the fields. I carry 
home with me much weaknefs: the Lord’s will be done. I 
know I am called to fuffer and die. Let us believe and re- 
joice in the Lord Jefus !” 

He returned to England in the fummer, in tolerable 
health, being hat recovered from his confumption. Cail- 
ing at London, he preached at the new chapel, flept at 
Moewins ton, om the next day fet out for Brifol. He ftay- 
ed there only a fhort time, and then retired to Mr. Jreland’s 
at Brifling?én: who, as foon as he was capable, willingly 
accompanied him to his beloved ALadeley. 

26. But he did not find fuch caufe of rejoicing here, as 
he had fondly expected. This may be eafily gathered 
from the letter he then wrote to his friend at Newington. 
It runs thus: 


« My very dear friend, 


© J ftayed longer at Brifingicn th Be iencd. Mr. Ireeny 
land was ill, and. would neverthelefs come hither with mez 
fo that I was obliged to ftay till he was better. 


deed it was well thse I did not come without him: 


has helped me to regulate my outward affairs, which weiet 5 


in great confufion. Mr. Greaves leaves me: and I will 
either leave Aladeley, or have an aflitant able to flir among 
the people: for I had mueh gather be gone than ftay here, 
to fec the dead bury their dead. Well, we fhall foon re- 
move out of all; and rett from our little cares and labours. 
You do not eas IT hope, that you have need of pati-” 
ence, as well as I, to inferit the promifes, the beft and 
ereateft of which are not fealed but to fuch as keep the 
word of Chrifl’s patience, and fuch as perfevere with him 
in his temptations. Hold on then patient faith and joyful 
hope! If 1 were by you, I would preach to your heart 
and my own, a le€ture on this text, We are faved by hope, 
and by a faith which is never ftronger than when it is cone 
trary to all the feclings of ficth a Ib! load. 


“¢ Pray 
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*¢ Pray what news of the glory? Does the glory of the 
Lords fill the temple, your houfe, your heart? A cloud is 
over my poor parifh: but alas! it is not the luminous cloud 
by day, nor the pillar of fire by night. Even the few re- 
maining profeflors ftared at me the other day, when I 
preached to them on thefe words, Ye /hall receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghof: for the promife is unto you. Well, the 
promife is unto us; if others defpife it, ftill let us believe 
and hope. Nothing enlarges the heart, and awakens the 
foul more, than that believing, loving expectation. Let 
us wait together, until we are all endued with power from 
on high.” 


CH AP. VU. 





Of bis Marriage. 
I. A LTHOUGH the great apgftle has ranked ¢he 


forbidding to. marry among the docirines of devils, 
and has exprefsly declared, Alarriage is /oncurable “to all 
men, and the bed undefiled: yet a kind of prejudice hangs 
on the minds of many even of thofe that love GOD, in- 
clining them to difapprove of the marriage of perfons emi- 
nent in religion. Yea, many are of opinion thatvit is not 
confiftent with high degrees of holinefs: and that when 
any who have deep experience in the things of GOD 
marry, they are in fome meafure fallen from grace. 
Hence many were furprifed, that fo eminent a chriftian 
as Mr. Fletcher thould take this ftep. And they could 
hardly help thinking, that he had loft fome degree of his 
excellent piety, and that he was not fo unretervedly de- 
voted to GOD as he had been Jame time before. 

2. In order to fatisfy every@@®afonable perion, that he 
had not fuftained any lofs at alf, that his entire felf-devo- 
tion was in nowife impaired, either before, or at the time 
of his marriage, I believe the moft convincing way will 
be, to give as particular an account as poflible of what oc« 
curred at that time. ‘The account is given by one that 
was an eye and ear-witnels of what fhe relates; and who- 

ever 
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ever’ ferioufly confiders this account: will eafily perceives 
that his foul was at that time all. alive, and wholly de- 
voted to GOD. And I cannot but recommend this-whole 
tranfaétion to the imitation of all chriftians who enter the 
holy ftate of matrimony. 

3- As I think it highly expedient td premife fome account 
of the perfon whom Mr. fletcher chofe as his companion 
for life, I am glad to find this done to my hand, in the 
letter which I fhall now fubjoin: 


« I think it my privilege, and have often found it a 
blefling, to comply with the requeft of my honoured fa- 
ther, which I now do alfo in great love to my valuable 


and much eftcemed friends, Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher. I 


will therefore endeavour with the afliftance of my gracious 
Lord, to recollect, and acquaint you with fome particulars 
of the life and character of thefe truly devoted fervants 
of GOD, with whofe intimate acquaintance I have been 
favoured for near thirty years. But indeed.I feel my great 
infufficieficy torrclate what might be faid with the ftricteft 
truth of thefe worthies. 

«© My acquaintance with Mrs. Fletcher began whem dhe 
was about feventeen years of age. She had from her early 
childhood been ftrongly drawn to feck the Crucified, and 
was now athirit for a clean heart, and longed to have a 


, tight fpirit renewed within her. Nor did her defire to 


leve GOD with all her heart, leffen but increafe her love 
to her neighbour; as I, the moft unworthy, am well able 
to teftify, to whom fhe has been a tried friend, even to 


the prefent hour. a 


LOoutinued at page 340.] 
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The JournaL of FRANCIS ASBURY, Bifbop of t/+ 
Methodift-Epifcopal Church. 


Irom March 26, 1772, to April 14, 1773. 


EContinued from page 251.] 
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HURSDAY, O€tober 22. In the preach- 
ed over the river, and in the In the age with 
fome afliftance. And many young people attended. _ 

Friday 23. In the morning at 5, preached over the fer- 
ry, and in the evening at Trenton. Glory to GOD! If 
have found peace, and power, and love. 

Saturday 24. Leaving my horfe at Brificl, I went to 
Burlington ; and on the Lord’s day my {pirit was much de- 
jeéted, though in preaching I felt greatly aflifted; and dis 
vine truth reached the hearts of the people. 

Monday 26. After preaching at 5, left them in peace; 
and preached in the evening at Philadelphia. All things 
confidered, the people here feemed to be quiet and in good 
order. 

On Tuefday preached both morning and evening. Richard 
Saufe and mytelf fet out on Wednefday for Bohemia, and on 
our way we found a few friends at Newca/fle that had not de- 
ferted the caufe. In this journey I called at Chefer gaol, and 
{aw the prifoners, who all feemed hardened to a man; and 
among them were the wretched three that I faw efcape the 
gallows before: two of thefe had behaved fo badly that 
they were now in chains. Lord, what is man? And what 
am I without thy grace? Keep me, keep me, holy Lord, 
and never let me go. Let me die, rather than live to fin 
againft thee. I {poke fteely to one of them, who was a 
murderer. 

Thurfday 29. We reached Bshemia, where we found S. 
H y, a man hearty"in the caufe, and of a good under- 
ftanding ; but his fpirit is too warm and eafily moved. 


Vou. I. Pp On 
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On Friday vifited Z. and R. Thomp/on, and faw their fa- 
ther, in his hundsedth year, eating, drinking, fmoking, talk- 
ing, and finning. He appeared as forgetful of cternity as if he 
had been at the moit fecure diftance from its brink. It is 
well if his long life do not prove a curfe in the end. I 
think, he told me that his father lived to be a hundred and 
nine, and never ufed fpectacles. 

Saturday 31. Rofe early this morning, and purpofe, 
throteh * grace, to devote this day to GOD. I have travel- 
led, fin week, one hundred and fifty miles; and 
it haft Se te -3) which muft come out of my fa- 
lary of £.24 angum,"as there is no allowance for my 
expences either by the fociety of Philadelphia or York. 

Lord’s day, November 1. After preaching at Her/ey’s in 
the morning, I intended to preach in the {chool-houfe in 
the afternoon; but it would not contain half the people; 
fo I ftood at the door, and the people without. Went to 
bed very unwell this evening, but rofe at 5, and, feeling » 
better, fet off for S/quehannah. The next morning my 
foul longed for GOD. I felt a comfortable fenfe of his 
love in my heart, and can rejoice in him as my all-fufficient 
portion. In the afternoon we rode in company to the bay 
fide. A few people, who came ftraggling after the time at 
Friend Giles’s, felt themfelves affected by the power of 
GOD. Richard Webfer made one of the company; a 
man, who, I found by converfation, was a myftick, and 
very fond of Mr. Law’s works; but he fpoke well of the 
perfon of Chrift. At Friend Gi/es’s, the family was called 
together in the evening, and Richard Webfler gave a mov- 
ing exhortation. One perfon feemed affected. ‘The next 
morning I rofe at 5, my ufual time, and {pent one hour in 
folemn, fecret prayer. Friend Giles treated me with great 
kindnefs, and prefled me to call again. I then went on to 
Rocky-run, and preached with life to a number of people, 
among whom were many Friends. For fome days pait, 
my mind has been bleft with much peace; fo that I experi- 
ence a prefent falvation, and hope to experience that which 
is eternal. ‘Thanks be to GOD for what 1 feel. Glory, 


glory be given to my dear and gracious Saviour. 
Wednefday 
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¥ Wednefday 4. This evening I had a very folemn family 
meeting ; and fpoke feparately and pointedly to every one, 
both black and white. 

On Thurfday morning, rifing at my ufual time, I had a 
comfortable fenfe of GOD upon my heart. Glory be to 
thee, O Lord. After breakfaft, Mrs. Giles, her brother, 
and myfelf fet out for Deer-creek. We called at a Friends’ 
meeting, and heard two men and a woman {pe They 
all fpoke to purpofe. We then proceeded to Mr. Aor- 
gan’s, and unexpectedly found the naa o'clock, 
waiting to hear the word. I preached erty, and 
the power of GOD was felt in*the hearts of many, 
though fome of them were principal men. The man of 
the houfe looked very earneftly at me while I was preach- 
ing. I then publifhed preaching at S. L ’s; where we 
had alfo a comfortable time, &. Z——— himfelf was deep- 
ly affected, He had been a ranting Quaker, and a rebel- 
lious man; but GOD hath touched his heart, and wrought 
a good work on feveral here. The next day, we proceed- 
ed to Henry Waters’s; his brother is an exhorter, and now 
gone with Mr, Williams.to Virginia. The Lord hath done 
great things for thefe people, notwithftanding the weakneis 
of the inftruments, and fome /itt/e irregularities. Men 
who neither feared GOD, nor regarded man,—fwearers, 
liars, cock-fighters, card-players, horfe-racers, drunkards, 
&c. are now fo changed as to become new men; and they 
are filled with the praifes of GOD. This is the Lord’s 
work, and it is marvellous in our eyes. Not unto us, O, 
Lord, not unto us; but unto thy name be all the glory! 

Saturday 7. We had a powerful meeting at Henry Wa- 
ters’s; feveral gentlemen, from Mr. Morgan’s, followed 
me, and feemed to give good attention to the things of 
GOD. Herel met with Nicholas Waters, an exhorter, 
who appears to be a ferious and fenfible man. After ap- 
pointing to meet the exhorters at my return, I went to 
§. Forward’s, and preached to many people; then preach- 
ed at a place about three miles 6n my way back, and came 
to Henry Waters’s again; where we had a very comforta- 

yle time. 
Lord’s 
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Lord’s day 8. We had a very melting time indeed, 
while I preached to about two hundred fouls from Rom. vi, 
17, 18. We had alfo many people at Richard Webflers, 
while I preached, with liberty in my foul, from 1 Cor. iv. 
20. The kingdom of GOD is not in word, but in power. 
This day I have been free from evil, happy and joyful in 
my GOD. At the widow Bond’s there were many people, 
both black and white, rich and poor, who were all exhort- 
ed t0@@tk the Lord while he may be found. Some of the 


young women of this family are ferious and 
thoughtfull 


Tuefday 108 enjgy peace and life in my foul; and am 
determined, through grace, to love and feck nothing but 
GOD. Preached to many people, both at C. Bater’s in 
the morning, and at J, Mcore’s in the evening; and was 
favoured with freedom of foul. 

Wednefday 11. Many people attended preaching at Mr. 
Sinclare’s, among whom were fome Baptifis who went away 
muttering with their decrees. ‘The congregation was alfo 
large at Friend Standford’s. I have read Dr. Stonehonfe on the 
non-eternity of hell-torments. But by his arguments, we may 
as well prove the non-eternity of heavenly joys; for he 
calls it an a@ianer life. Now if the aiwwer life of faints 
arifes from a principle of fpiritual life derived from 
Chrift; then the «iw death of the wicked arifes from 
a principle of fpiritual death in them; and the one will 
come to an end as foon as the other. 

Thurfday 12. Preached at Friend Galloway's. There 
are fome Baptifts in this neighbourhood, who oppofe the 
work under us; and perplex and trouble our young begin- 
ners; though they let me alone. Then returning to Friend 


Chamberiain’s, the word flowed freely, while I preached to 


many people at 6 o'clock, from 2 Cor. v. 20. Now then 
we are ambaffadors for Chrift, as though GOD did befeech 
vou by us; We pray you i Chriff's fie ud, be ye recom led to 
GOD. Spoke on GOD’s being reconciled to finners, and 
fhewed on what terms they might be reconciled to GOD, 
and that none but Chrift could bring about a reconcilta- 
tion. My mind wag greatly enlarged while defcribing the 


characte: 














THE JOURNAL OF BISHOP ASBURY. 





charactcr of gotpel-minifters. Friday morning my foul 
was happy in GOD. I rode al 
Sohn King. Many people attended the word at Mr. G 


out crcht mics to ‘mect 
*> 
and after preaching Jo" King came. We went together 
to town, and ttayed all night. Phe next morning, I re- 
turned to John C— ~"g, where the sregation was large 


at i2 © ChOCk. Lhis man's fricriad pave rejected h m on 


account of his religion. ‘The family teem very temous, 


nen 


rode to R Nosy i tsa “ . wlicre ‘ TM i pean . to ft 


} ; 
me, with whom we tung and prayed. 


Cuctday 17. This morn hs fouud fome peace and life 


and I hy pe there will be a ereat and good work here. ‘I 


an my i ul; but want more retirement My cdefire is, to 
be ever before the Lord. Many people Attended the preach. 
ing, both in the forenoon and in the evening, and im the 


evening the congregation was much afieéted. The 
morning went to Friend Sirewéiridge’sy and 
mily well. Here we had Lr. WW ne » al ! tceveral polite 


pe ple to dive with us. | {poke to the lod; shout by 


i rund his la- 


it~ 
drefies; but she Doétor vindicated the n, nd fan hae 
relimon da not confift in drets I! quoted the word 
ot. Peter; but finding him a kind of: free-thinker, faid 


about an hour, and then departed. We th 
Friend Dertin’s, and fpent fome time with his fami! 

Thurfday 19. Friend Dertin and | fet « for redet ’ 
We came to George Saxten'’s, where 1 cxpected to hav 


’ 
prea hed, but there was a ditay pommtment ) 


we puriued 
our way, though my little horfe was unw 


=i ind very Wwtie 
} 


ry. <A poor unhappy man abufied me much on the road 
he curfed, {wore, and threw fton rh But 1 found j 


} at 
my duty to talk tohim, and thow him | 


r 4 
is a2 meat little t wh, having om ttrect i! theee crots 
ftrects. It contains about a thoufand houfes, and the in- 
habitant re chiefly Germa: her : (,crman 


church ang Cale fi snd of Lutherar I 
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Friday 20. Found fome peace of mind in the morning; 
but was forely buffeted by fatan in the courfe of the day; 
had but few people in the evening, and but little power. 

Saturday 21. My mind was greatly deprefled. Not on 
account of any outward, known fin; but partly from the 
{tate of my body, and partly from a deep fenfe of the very 
great work in which I am employed. Do not know when 
I funk into deeper diftrefs: though, thank GOD, there 
was no condemnation. 

Lord’s day#After preaching in the morning with fome 
freedom, Brother Hohn Haggerty, his brother Paul, with 
Friend Bonham, and myfelf, fet off to a place where I had 
to preach at 2 o’clock. Friend Bonham was awakened by 
the inftrumentality of Friend Strawbridge ; and he told me 
that he had been much oppofed by the Baptifs. He faid, 
they had ufed him very ill; but he was determined to have 
no more connexion with them. He appears to be a folid, 
fenfible man. Heard him give an exhortation much to the 
purpofe ; and gave him a note of recommendation, to do 
all the good he could. Happened in company’with an old, 
ftupid Quaker woman, who fuppofed me to be a half Qua- 
ker, and thought the Friends were the only people in the 
world, and that they were not fallen from their former live- 
ly and fpiritual ftate. A man came twenty miles for me 
to go to preach a funeral difcourfe. I accordingly com- 
plied, and had many people to hear me. Then went about 
two miles, to preach at Mr. Derdin’s; and met with a 
German minilter, Mr. Soap, who heard me preach at both 
places. We had fome converfation about the ordinances 
adminiftered by Mr. Strawbridge. He advanced fome rea- 
fons to urge the receflity of them, and faid Mr. Wefley 
did not do well to hinder us from the adminiftration of 
them. I told him they did not appear to me as effential to 
falvation; and that it did not appear to be my duty to ad- 
minifler the ordinances at that time. 


(Continued at.page 349.) 


LETTER. 
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LETTER. 
[From Mifs H. B. to the Rev. J. Wefley.] 


Wycombe, May 4, 1773: 
Rev. Sir, ; 


FIND much reafon to praifé GOD who loads me 
| With his benefits. I find that profperity and adverfity 
are much the fame to me: my foul being not overmuch 
grieved at the one; nor lifted up by the other. Death of 

. late feems at nd great diftance; but in this my will is fo 
{wallowed up in the will of GOD, that I cannot chufe ei- 
ther life or death. 

The week after Eafter I was informed that a man in this 
town, whofe name is Charles Dean, was thought to be near 
death; and as he was a very wicked, man, I thought I 
would go and fee him. Accordingly I went and fpoke free- 
ly to him concerning the ftate of his foul. I had not faid 
much before I obferved the tears fall from his eyes. He 
told me, he believed he had the hardeft heart of any man 
alive. I was very glad to hear this, and told him it was a 
bleffing that he felt it to be fo. On afking him ifI fhould go 
to prayer, he did not feem willing; but I told him I fhould 
not be long, and fo prayed and went away. Going again 
the Monday following, and finding him putting off repent- 
ance, in hopes of being better in health, I endeavoured to 
fhew him Satan’s device in this; and perfuaded him to feek 
the Lord now. Accordingly he began from that time to 
feek in good earneit. The next night I went to fee him 
again, and found that GOD had given him a broken heart. 
I then went to prayer with him, and left him for the pre- 
fent. The next morning I found he was not fatisfied with 
what he had received, but wanted an entire change of 
heart. On Wednefday morning 28, his wife found peace 
to her foul, and is now very happy in the Lord. Seeing 
her fifter ftand by, I told her, we muft not leave her be- 
hind. On this fhe began to weep. I then encouraged her to 
believe. She cried out, Lord, I believe, help my unbelief! 

The 
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The next dew Dean fending for me, I went, and found 
him in the pangs of the new-birth. Indeed he feized my 
hand in an agony of diftrefs. I went to prayer, and he 
prayed with me for fome time. I then flopped, arid let 
him pray by himfelf. When he gave over I began again, 
and in lefs°than half an hour his fou! was fet at liberty. 
When I went home, he fent for a man from his work to 
tell him what GOD had done for his foul. ‘Thus he con- 
tinued all that and the two following days, exhorting all 
to repent and feek that change of heart which GOD had 
given him. “He alfo fent for the curate to give him the fa- 
crament; but the curate thought he was not fenfible: for 
he told him what a bleffed change he had found. The cu- 
ratefaid, "Gf was a good thing; but yet would not give him 
the facrament until he was more compofed. I then per- 
fuaded mnty brother to go, to fee him. I believe it had a 
quite: ary effect on vr mind; for he wept much when 

1e was ‘with him: and ever fince, when he has talked about 
him, the tears ftand in his eyes. Laft night his joy was 
fomewhat abated; but his peace was {till the fame: and he 
faid if it was the will of GOD, he would rather depart 
and be with Chrift; but yet was quite refigned to GOD's 
“will. As to his wife and fifter they grow happier and hap- 
pier daily. Glory be to GOD for this great work! 






















H. B. 








aa ye fare = - 






LETTER: 





[From Mrs. C. M. to the Rev. J. Wefley.] 





May 12) 1773: 
Rev. Sir, 


FEEL that faith and love which overcometh the world, 
and that peace which paffeth all underftanding. I find 
that Jefus has the ruling power in my breaft, and that he 
has fubdued all things under him, and governs every paf- 
fion. ‘The flame of divine love, in general, confumes all 
before it. Iam alfo paflive in the hand of GOD; and 
willing 
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Willing to be difpofed of as feemeth him good. I find 
fuch zeal for his caufe, and fuch love to fouls, as makes 
me love, pity, weep and pray for them. In fhort, I find 
a heaven upon earth! And yet I find I come fhort in all 
things; and therefore am funk into nothing before Him, 
who thas thought fit to call fuch a worm as me; to be a 
partaker of the heavenly inheritance! 

As you feem defirous, Sir, to have a more particular ace 
count of the Lord’s dealings with me from the beginning, 
I thall give you a fhort fketch of the fame. 

In May 1770, the Lord thewed me that I was a finner 
by nature and practice; and that ifI did not repent, I 
fhould perifh for ever. * I then attended the preaching con- 
ftantly, and in a fhort time joined the fociety. From that 
time, till the 28th of. June; my convictions increafed. Be- 
ing then in the deepett diftrefs, I retired, full of thame and 
confufion, I thought to pray; but could not. I then ran 
to a book, called, The Golden Key that opens hidden 
treafure; and found a chapterfuitable to my {tate. Pres 
fently after, I found the burden of fin fall off, and was 
enabled to cry.out with T/omas,, My Lord and my GOD! 
But I had fotthe abiding witnefs of his fpirit, till three 
weeks after, When the Lord fhined on my foul and left me 
without a doubt. In a very little time he thewed me that 
I was prone to backflide from him, and that the remains of 
fin and unbelief were the caufe thereof. But how to get rid 
of them I knew not. On this I afked Mr. S. who told me, 
it was the gift of GOD. ‘Then thought I, if this is the 
cafe, I will give GOD no reft until he gives.it to me. 

One morning, about the latter end of September, I went 
to the Lord, and pleaded the death and fufferings of his 
Son, and alfo my right to the bleflings purchafed by him. 
I had not been long before him, till my foul was tran{port- 
ed as if it was going to leave the body. On this I crie@ 
out, Lord, what art thou about to do with me! Juit then 
the following words came with power to my mind, Behoid, 

now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of falva- 
tion! Then was my foul fet at full liberty, and difengaged 
from every needlefs care and inordinate defire. At the 
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fame time I found it quite eafy to do all that my heavenly. 
Father required of me: and I had no doubt of my being 
fealed to the day of eternal redemption. In this confidence 
and full liberty of heart I ftill continue to this day. But as 
T am ftill'weak and ignorant, I ftand in need of every aflift- 
. ance; and therefore, dear Sir, I muft beg (with your ad- 
vice) an intereft in your prayers; which will be gratefully 


acknowledged by 













Your friend and fervant, 





C. 





M. 





EE cee 












Sime Account of the Death of Mr. Joun TREGELLAS, of 
St, Agnefs, in Cornwall. 






HEN he was about fifteen years of age, he caught 

a violent cold by fleeping on the grafs. This fo 

affected his health, that it was thought he would not reco« 
ver; but proper means being ufed, he was in a great mea 
fure reftored. He had at that time little or no concern 
for his falvation. When he was about feventeen, he was _ 
deeply awakened to a fenfe of his loft condition, and ne- 
ver refted till he had a clear manifeftation of pardon. From 
that time he was an exemplary follower of his Redeemer 3 
f {triving to keep a confcience void of offence towards GOD 
de and man. He was but juit entered upon his twenty-firft 
i - year when he again caught a violent cold, which alarmed 
all who had any regard for him; yet he was not apprehen- 
five of his danger; but ufed to fay, “ In a few days I fhall 
be as well as ever.” One of his friends anfwering, Sup- 
pofe you fhould not recover, are you refigned? he replied, 
ti with great cheerfulnefs, «I think I cannot be unrefigned 
if to the will of GOD, be it whatever it may.” When he 
was advifed to take the advice of a phyfician, he anfwered, 
« I have no defire to live, but for the fake of one perfon 
whom I love above all the world; yet if the Lord is pleafed 
to remove me, I fhall be enabled to refign all that is dear 
to me.” _ When one afked him if deathjappeared terrible? 
; he 
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he anfwered, “ No; though I do not enjoy that lively ex- 
ercife of faith which I defire. Neverthelefs 1 can give my- 
felf into the hands of GOD, and truft him for all I want.” 
As his weaknefs increafed, his graces were more confpicue 
ous; for his patience, mecknefs, and humility excited the 
admiration of all who faw him. 

After he was confined to his bed, he gave up all hopes 
of recovering, and made a full furrender of every thing be- 
low the fun. His foul was now all life and vigour. He 
feemed on the borders of heaven, and enges to Ses and 
be with Chrift. Yet he would frequently check his ardent 
defire, and fay, ** I want more patience to wait the Lord’s 
time.” Inftead of complaining, he ufed frequently to fay, 
«© I blefs GOD that I am about to be taken home, without 
any thing grievous to be borne.” He talked of death with 
the greatctt pleafure, and wondered that his emaciated bo- 
dy fhould fo long keep him a prifoner, below. 

At feeing his friends weep, he faid, Let us rejoice the 
little time we have to fpend together: and though we thall 
be feparated for a feafon, we fhall foon meet to ag no 
more!” When any afked how he did, he anfwered, « I 
am happy!” or, “ I am juft got home or, ** I am*weak 
in body; but comfortable in my mind! O how precious is 
Jefus! I did not know that fo much of heaven could be 
experienced on this fide the grave.” 

At one time, being almott ttrangled by a fit of coughing, 
and feeing his friends much aifected, as foom as he could 
fpeak, he faid, * ‘The wili of GOD be done! That is beft! 
Do not weep; for you never fee me weep! I am not fuf- 
fering much! I could fuffer much more!” He then exheort- 
ed all who were with him to make fure of heaven. 

‘To an acquaintance at a en s¢ he fent the following 
meflage, You muit prepare to meet the Lord. If you 
do not alter your prefent oul of life, you are undone for 
ever ! |? 

He exprefled a great fatisfaction in fecing the children 
of GOD. « O, faid he, how dol love thofe who Jove 
GOD, though I have not feen tome of them before!” 
When his friends repeated any portions of GOD’s word, 
he 
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he feemed to lay hold upon them ail by faith, and thert 
would exprefs the peace and comfort they brought to his 
foul. He ufed to repeat the text he chofe for his funeral, 
with inexpreflible pieafure, « ‘The redeemed of the Lord 
fhall return to Zion with finging,” &e. 

When one afked him, What if the Lord fhould make 
you an example of patience, and leave you longer for a 
pattern to thofe round about you, could you be willing? he 
anfwered, * Yes: I think I am willing for the Lord to do 
with me as he pleafes, fo I may be kept from dithonouring 
him.” He was always thankful for the leaft kind office 
that was done him, and expreffed much concern left he 
fhould weary his friends. When one faid, I have reafon 
to blefs GOD that I have feen fuch an example of picty, 
both living and dying, he anfwered, * 1 would not have 
my friends think too highly cf me, nor fpeak too much 
about me when I am gone.” After taking a cordial, he 
faid, * 1 have not vinegar and gall given me, as my bleiled 
Maiter had,” : 

The day before he died, the breaking of a blood veffel 
almoft futfocating him, he feemed as in an agony; but as 
foon as he could fpeak, he faid, “ I am futtering a great 
deal!” On being atked, Are you happy? He anfwered, 
« Yes.” A friend coniing to his bed-fide afked how he 
was? He anfwered, “ Happy! happy! on,” faid he, « will 
you make my coflin?” He anfwered, Yes. ‘ Weil, faid 
he, and will it not give you much pleafure to work upon 
it, now you know I am going fafe to glory.” 

The evening before he died the Doctor was with him, 
to whom he faid, “ What do you think of me now?” ‘The 
Door anfwered, You will not be many hours here. He 
then fmiled, and invited the Doctor to ftay and fee him 
dic. But though the Doctor went away, he told me after, 
that what he had feen and heard had confirmed him in one 
point wherein he had been wavering, viz. Whether a per- 
fon could in this life, be wholly delivered from the tear of 
death ? 

The night he died he advifed fome of his friends to go 
home, leit their fitting up thould injure their health; fay- 

ings 





ing, “ It appears as if I thould not die to-night, feeing 
one fymptom has not taken place which the Doctor expect- 
ed about ten o'clock.” However, about one o'clock in the 
morning he turned over, as if going to Jleep; and at four 
his fpirit returned to GOD, April 28, 1784. 


JOSEPH TAYLOR, 


Gretton, April 2, 1785. 





one de 





Poetry. 


THe WIS H. 


OR let a wiih for earth remain, 
Nor let me grovel here below, 
When heav’nly honours [ may gain, 
When joys immortal I may know; 
When freed from woe, and endlefs pain, 
My foul in heav’n with Chrift may reign! 


Nor earth, nor fenfe, nor fin, thall find 
A re(ting-place within my foul; 
All, all for Jefus is refign’d: 
O! come, my Lord, poflefs me whole! 
My foul, my body’s pow’rs pofiefs, 
And fanctify me through thy grace! 


I long for this, for this I pray, 
To know that perfect love of thine, 
When fin thal! all be done away, 
When in thine image I fhall thine, 
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When I fhall feel continual peace, 
And all the fruits of righteoufneds ! 


Ah! come, and move ir me, and live, 
And triumph o’er my willing breatt ; 
I would thy fulnefs now receive ; 
I would partake thy people’s reft ; 
Thine utmoft goodnefs fain would prove, 
And antedate the joys above. 


Jefus, my Saviour, now fulfil 
‘Fhy great defign, thy grand decrees; 
In me be done thy righteous will, 
Accomplith’d all thy promifes; 
Let grace renew and cleanfe my heart 5 
The mind which was in thee, “impart.” 


Not only, Lord, my fins forgive, 
But fpread thy fanétifying leav’n; 
O}! make me meet with GOD to live, 
With all the perfect faints in heav’n; 
With them, before thy glorious throne 
May I adore, and caft my. crown ! 


Then will I pratfe thine holy name 
\ > 


And blefs thee for thy wond’rous grace ; 
Thy matchlefs glories then ih 

Thy wifdom, pow’r, and fatthfuluefs ; 
[ll emulate the hofts above, | 
And fing the riches of thy love.” 


From my own works now bid me ceafe, 
And own the firength of thy right-hand; 
Now perfect me in holinefs, 
Let ail fubmit to love’s command ; 
ubject me ‘ife control ; 
Subject me to thy wif trol ; 
New modé@ftheu my raniom’d foul. 





POETRT. 


Father, my wand’ring footfteps guide, 
Make me with Chrift in fpirit one, 
And call thy favourite to thy fide, 
And feat me on thy glorious throne, 
And let me there fecurely dwell 
Beyond the reach of death and hell. 


To GOD, who reigns enthron’d on high, 
The Father of eternal days, 

To Chrift, th’ incarnate Majefty, 
And to the Spirit of his grace, 

Be honour, praife, and glory giv’n, 

By fons of earth, and hofts of heav’n. 





On ETERNITY. 


HAT is Eternity? Can ought 


Point its duration to the thought ? 
Tell every beam the fun emits, 
When in fublimeft noon he fits; 
Tell every light-wing’d thought that ftrays 
Within its ample round of rays? 
Tell all the leaves and all the buds, 
That crown the gardens and the woods ; 
Tell all the fpires of grafs, the meads 
Produce, when {pring propitious leads 
The new-born year ; tell all the drops 
The night, upon their bended tops, 
Sheds in foft filence to difplay 
Their beauties with the rifing day ; 
Tell all the fands the ocean leaves, 
Tell all its changes, all its waves ; 
Or tell with more laborious pains 
The drops its mighty mafs contains ; 
Be this aftonifhing account 
Augmented with the full amount 
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Of all the drops the clouds have thed, 
Where’er their watery fleeces fpread, 
Through all time’s long-continued tour, 
From Adar to the prefent hour— 

Still fhort the fum; nor can it vie 
With the more numerous years that lie 
Imbofom’d in Eternity. 











Was there a belt that could contain 
In its vaft orb the earth and main; 
With figures was it clufter’d o’er, 
Without one cypher in the feore 3 
And could your dabouring thought affign 

The total of the crowded line: 

How fcant th’ amount? ‘Th’ attempt how vairly 
To reach duration’s endlefs chain ? 

For when as many years are run, 


Unbounded age is but. beguri. 













en hear, O man! with awe divine, 
For this Evernity is thine. 










An Epitaph on Mr» PETER JACO. 






BVISHER of men,* ordain’d by Chrift alone, 
Immortal fouls he for his Saviour won; 
With loving faith, and calmly fervent zeal, 
Perform’d and-fuffer’d the Redeemer’s will ; 
Unmov'd in all the ftorms of life remain’d, 


And in the good, old thip the haven gain’d: 












* Mr. Faco was brought up to the fihhing bufinefs. Here 
then we have another Peter the fifherman, forfaking his nets, fol- 
lowing Chrift, and becoming 2 fifher of men. ° 









